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ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EB-07 ISO-00 NEAE-00 /017 W 

111790 

P201020ZFEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO USDOC WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 0282 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 

UNCLAS JIDDA 1221 

BEIRUT PASS ADVANCEMAN GEORGE BECK 

PASS: USDOC/CAGNE 


E.O.: 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, SA 

SUBJ: RAILWAY TRADE MISSION 

REE : JIDDA 0395 

1. RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM BECK IN CAIRO ON FEBRUARY 19 
STWTING THAT COMMERCE CONTINUES TO INSIST ON STOP IN 
JIDDA AND THREE DAYS IN RIYADH. 

2. REFTEL STATED THAT UNLESS COMMERCE COULD PROVIDE 
RATIONALE FOR A MISSION STOP IN JIDDA, EMBASSY WOULD NOT 
RPT NOT ARRANGE PROGRAM FOR THAT CITY. NO SUCH RATIONALE 
WAS FORTHCOMING. WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHY COMMERCE 
SHOULD OVERLOOK STRONG RECOMMENDATIONS BOTH FROM EMBASSY 
AND ITS OWN ADVANCE MAN ON THE SPOT. ASIDE FROM LACK 

OF RATIONALE FOR EXTENDED PROGRAM, EMBASSY HAS BERN 
UNABLE TO ARRANGE HOTEL SPACE IN JIDDA'S OVERCROWDED 
HOTELS FOR ADDITIONAL DAYS. 

3. TOTAL PROGRAM IN RIYADH WILL CONSIST OF CALLS ON 
THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS, ON 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AND EMBASSY BRIEFING, AND A RECEPTION HOSTED BY THE 
AMBASSADOR. WE ARE HOPING TO PERSUADE LOCAL CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTORS, HEAVY EQUIPMENT DEALERS AND THE LIKE TO MEET 
WITH OUR MISSION MEMBERS BUT DO NOT EXPECT A HEAVY 
SCHEDULE OF INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENTS SINCE SUCH LIMITED 
PRIVATE SECTOR INVOLVEMENT IN RAILWAYS AS EXISTS IS CON- 
FINED TO DHAHRAN. IN LIGHT OF MARGINAL UTILITY OF STOP 
IN RIYADH, TOTAL POINTLESSNESS OF STOP IN JIDDA, AND 
IMPOSSIBILITY AT THIS POINT OF OBTAINING HOTEL SPACE EOR 
ADDITIONAL DAYS, EMBASSY DOES NOT CONCUR IN SCHEDULE 
BEYOND THAT PLANNED FOR DHAHRAN, PLUS ONE AND A HALF 
DAYS IN RIYADH, I.E. THE NIGHTS OF MARCH 2 AND 3. 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 20 FEB 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975JIDDA01221 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 
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Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750060-0941 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 975/newtext/t1 9750228/aaaaazbw.tel 

Line Count: 74 
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Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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